
PTSD Love Stories documentary to premiere broadcast on ABC

Compass

Sunday 30th May at 8pm

June 2016 was when Griffith Film School Alumni, Kym Melzer & Arun Ketsirat started

collaborating together and filming Triple Effect – Who Cares for the Carers? this title changed to

PTSD Love Stories. 5 years later we are thrilled to announce that ‘PTSD Love Stories’ TV Short

will premiere on ABC Compass Sunday 30th May 2021 at 8pm.

Our heart-warming film follows the lives of three female caregivers Katie Tonacia, Kim Hodge

and Cathy Sadler whose loved ones are diagnosed with complex PTSD as a result of trauma

incurred from working in the Fire, Ambulance, Police and Defence services. Each of the three

families highlight different caregiving issues and their stories sheds light on mental health,

intergenerational trauma, PTSD, suicide, and stigma in the workplace. The caregivers' families

show how they found ways forward to love, care and explore their own identities which can

often be lost when caring for others. We are extremely thankful to these beautiful and brave

families for sharing their personal trauma stories in the hope of helping others in similar

situations.  Thank you to our wonderful participant’s: Katie, David, Pete, James & Sarah Tonacia

& Fenji Stradwick; Kim & Nicholas Hodge; Cathy, Ralph, Sam & Zoe Sadler and Pam & John

Corbet.

https://www.abc.net.au/religion/watch/compass/ptsd---a-love-story/13352210?fbclid=IwAR2Glt00UNZXMB_iN6ecGZ9a8AXeLrk75jISpDtHkNZV2Ao_cATRNhioq-s
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/watch/compass/ptsd---a-love-story/13352210?fbclid=IwAR2Glt00UNZXMB_iN6ecGZ9a8AXeLrk75jISpDtHkNZV2Ao_cATRNhioq-s


Huge thanks to Screen Queensland for their generous financial support especially during the

difficult COVID-19 year. You can read an article posted by Screen Qld about us here. Thanks also

to SQHub community manager Caitlyn Boucher.

Massive thanks to our wonderful team of freelancers for their belief in the film and support in

good and tough times. We collaborated with so many talented Queensland crew who are listed

below. Thank you everyone, we couldn’t have completed this film without you!

Many thanks to Carers Qld, N.T. N.S.W & Tasmania for their continued  commitment and

support. Exciting news - our feature film PTSD Love Stories will be completed in time for Carers

Week in October 2021 and we will promote screenings with Q&A with film participants and/or

director and producer. Stay tuned!

Heartfelt thanks to our loving family support - Marcus Barber and  Rob, Jed & Joseph Melzer.

Sincere warm thanks to our parents, siblings and beautiful families, friends & everyone who

supported us and helped bring this amazing film to life.

Please join us in celebrating and watch the premiere of ‘PTSD Love Stories’ film on Compass

program Sunday May 30th at 8pm on ABC Plus.

Encore screenings:

Sunday June 6th at 6:30pm on ABC TV

Sunday June 12th on ABC TV at 11:00

and also available on ABC i-view on Demand.

Forever Grateful,

Kym Melzer & Arun Ketsirat

https://screenqueensland.com.au/sq-news/latest-news/ptsd-a-love-story-to-premiere-on-abc-compass/


October 2016 Freezing Flashback - photo: Arun & Kym filming at Lake George, NSW and trying

to stay warm it was a real challenge for us Queenslanders! Keep an eye out for a series of

behind the scenes videos being posted over the coming months.



PTSD Love Stories - credits

Director, Cinematographer & Co-Producer
ARUN KETSIRAT

Producer & Writer
KYM MELZER

Editor
JUDY YEH

Assistant Editor
SARA GODDARD

Dialogue Editor & Re-recording Mixer
MICHAEL VASILIEV

Sound Designer & Composer
SARAH WARD

Music
“Nothing Comes Close”
THE MAJOR TOMS
Audiio

“We Go Beyond”
JOHANNES BORNLÖF
Epidemic Sound

Camera & Drone Operators
FRANCIS THOMPSON
SETH LEBRESE

Lead Animator & Motion Graphic Designer
DANIEL WARNER

Animation Designer
MICA PURNELL



Colourist
SHAWN PANG

Lawyer
BROOKE SCHUBAUER

Story Consultant
HEIDI REINBERG

Assistant Camera & Sound Recordist
CAM BRENNAN

Assistant Sound Designer
JOSEPH MORRISON

Assistant Producer
BENJAMIN STANIC

Animators
MAY RINGDAHL
LACHLAN MACFARLANE

Motion Graphic Designers
TIM BAHRIJ
YOEL HILL
JAKOB KEANE
LACHLAN MACFARLANE

Post-Production Assistant
CAM BRENNAN
SOPHIE DAULBY
ROHAN MEWES
AMELIA FISHPOOL

Additional Camera Operator
BRIAN LOEWE



Additional Sound Recordists
DEAN LAW

Photo Booth Re-Enactment
Hair & Makeup Artist
ALLY ATKINSON
Props
SAMMI SAMPSON
Props Assistant
ANGELIQUE JENKINS
Gaffer
CALLUM MERRITT

Special Thanks To
Brisbane
CATHY & RALPH SADLER
SAM & ZOE SADLER
Gympie
PAM & JOHN CORBET
Maleny
KIM & NICHOLAS HODGE
Bungendore
KATIE & DAVID TONACIA
PETE, JAMES & SARAH TONACIA
Queanbeyan
FENJI STRADWICK

Special thanks to
CARERS QUEENSLAND
CARERS NEW SOUTH WALES
CARERS NORTHERN TERRITORY
CARERS TASMANIA

Crowdfunding & Social Media Campaign
Editors
SARA GODDARD
CARLOS FELIPE
SETH LEBRESE
LACHLAN MACFARLANE



Colourist
CARLOS FELIPE

BTS Sound Designer & Mixer
JOSEPH MORRISON
MICHAEL VASILIEV

Facebook Live Program
ALEX EASTMAN-SMITH
ORSON LORD
JAMES MARSHALL
JAMIE FINDLEY

Marketing Assistants
ISABELLA HAACK
BENJAMIN STANIC
AINSLEE HUNTER
HENRIETTE VILJOEN
ERIN HUBER

Thanks To
DOCUMENTARY AUSTRALIA FOUNDATION
CROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGN SUPPORTERS

SQhub
CAITLIN BOUCHER

Griffith Film School
DEBRA BEATTIE
BRETT WILTSHIRE
RICHARD FABB

Creative Consultants
VERONICA FURY
PETER HEGEDUS

Thanks To
MANDY LAKE
JOSEPH JU TAYLOR



Stand Tall 4 PTS Conference
TONY DELL - Veteran & Founder Stand Tall 4 PTS
STEWART CAMERON - former RSL Queensland President
DARYL & ALAN GREEN
BRISBANE CONVENTION CENTRE

Gympie Fire Station
JOHN VON NIDA - Inspector Area 5 Gympie Area Command
ANTHONY BREWIN - Station Officer
JASON MADGE - Senior Fire Fighter & “Young John” (Cathy's dad)

Peace of Green Gallery Maleny
DONNA REGGETT
JENNY JOHNSON
BARBARA PULLIN
CAROLYN HERRINGE

QCYC Sailing Club 
JACK MORRISON

Camping Scene 
BEN COOPER
RICK & SHARON COOPER
BRANDON HINCKSMAN
BRAD FITZGERALD

Equine Assisted Personal Development
SIOBHAN HAMSON

Our Family
MARCUS BARBER
ROB MELZER
JED MELZER
JOSEPH MELZER

Produced with investment from
SCREEN QUEENSLAND


